
	
 A s yo u k n o w, I r e c e n t l y 
completed the first draft of my doctoral 
dissertation entitled Expository Listening: 
The Listener’s Responsibility in Preaching.  
During my research I came across two 
brief articles on how to listen to a 
sermon that I thought were so helpful 
that I included them in the following 
appendix which I trust they will be used 
by God to further encourage and edify 
you to become better listeners whenever 
you sit under the preaching of His Word. 

How to Listen to a Sermon: A 
Pastoral Perspective from the 
Past & Present
George Whitefield (1714-1770) was a 
British Methodist evangelist whose 
powerful sermons fanned the flames of 
the First Great Awakening in the 
American colonies.  The following is an 
excerpt extracted from Sermon 28 of The 
Works of the Reverend George Whitefield 
published by E. and C. Dilly, London, 
1771-1772.1

How to Listen to a Sermon
By George Whitfield

Keys for getting the most out of 
what the preacher says. 
Jesus said, “Therefore consider carefully 
how you listen” (Luke 8:18).  Here are 
some cautions and directions, in order to 
help you hear sermons with profit and 
advantage. 

1. Come to hear them, not out of 
curiosity, but from a sincere 
desire to know and do your duty.  
To enter His house merely to have our 
ears entertained, and not our hearts 
reformed, must certainly be highly 
displeasing to the Most High God, as well 
as unprofitable to ourselves. 

2. Give diligent heed to the things 
that are spoken from the Word 
of God.  
If an earthly king were to issue a royal 
proclamation, and the life or death of his 

subjects entirely depended on performing 
or not performing its conditions, how eager 
would they be to hear what those 
conditions were! And shall we not pay the 
same respect to the King of kings, and Lord 
of lords, and lend an attentive ear to His 
ministers, when they are declaring, in His 
name, how our pardon, peace, and 
happiness may be secured? 

3. Do not entertain even the least 
prejudice against the minister. 
That was the reason Jesus Christ Himself 
could not do many mighty works, nor 
preach to any great effect among those of 
His own country; for they were offended at 
Him. Take heed therefore, and beware of 
entertaining any dislike against those whom 
the Holy Ghost has made overseers over 
you. 

	
 Consider that the clergy are men 
of like passions with yourselves. And though 
we should even hear a person teaching 
others to do what he has not learned 
himself, yet that is no reason for rejecting 
his doctrine. For ministers speak not in 
their own, but in Christ’s name. And we 
know who commanded the people to do 
whatever the scribes and Pharisees should 
say unto them, even though they did not do 
themselves what they said (see Matt. 
23:1-3). 

4. Be careful not to depend too 
much on a preacher, or think more 
highly of him than you ought to 
think.  
Preferring one teacher over another has 
often been of ill consequence to the church 
of God. It was a fault which the great 
Apostle of the Gentiles condemned in the 
Corinthians: 'For whereas one said, I am of 
Paul; another, I am of Apollos: are you not 
carnal, says he? For who is Paul, and who is 
Apollos, but instruments in God’s hands by 
whom you believed?' (1 Cor. 1:12; 2:3-5). 

Are not all ministers sent forth to be 
ministering ambassadors to those who shall 
be heirs of salvation? And are they not all 
therefore greatly to be esteemed for their 
work’s sake?
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5. Make particular application to your own hearts of 
everything that is delivered. 
When our Savior was discoursing at the last supper with His 
beloved disciples and foretold that one of them should betray 
Him, each of them immediately applied it to his own heart and 
said, 'Lord, is it I?' (Matt. 26:22). 

Oh, that persons, in like manner, when preachers are dissuading 
from any sin  or persuading to any duty, instead of crying, 'This 
was intended for such and such a one!' instead would turn their 
thoughts inwardly, and say, 'Lord, is it I?' How far more beneficial 
should we find discourses to be than now they generally are! 

6. Pray to the Lord, before, during, and after every 
sermon, to endue the minister with power to 
speak, and to grant you a will and ability to put into 
practice what he shall show from the Book of God 
to be your duty.  
No doubt it was this consideration that made St. Paul so 
earnestly entreat his beloved Ephesians to intercede with God 
for him: 'Praying always, with all manner of prayer and 
supplication in the Spirit, and for me also, that I may open my 
mouth with boldness, to make known the mysteries of the 
gospel' (Eph. 6:19-20). And if so great an apostle as St. Paul 
needed the prayers of his people, much more do those ministers 
who have only the ordinary gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

If only all who hear me this day would seriously apply their 
hearts to practice what has now been told them! How ministers 
would see Satan, like lightning, fall from heaven, and people find 
the Word preached sharper than a two-edged sword and mighty, 
through God, to the pulling down of the devil’s strongholds! 

Look for Part 2 of the appendix in the following issue of Lakeside 
Life.

The Strength Of My Heart
by Adam Tyson, Associate Pastor | Student Ministries & Outreach
	
	
 We have been so blessed by God’s grace to provide all 
of our needs through Christ Jesus our Lord. And not only has 
God provided our biggest need which is to be forgiven by the 
grace He sovereignly bestows on those He has called out of 
darkness into His marvelous light, but He also sustains us day by 
day to walk in His grace. I have recently been blessed by 
meditating on the Psalmist’s words, “My flesh and my heart may 
fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion 
forever” (Psalm 73:26). May God be your strength  and portion 
today.

	
 I am so thankful to Sonny Rodgers, Ralph Smith, Bob 
Ramey, and many others who have worked so hard to renovate 
the portable building in which we had the pleasure of meeting  
for the very first time on February 6. This has been almost a year 
in the making and we are finally able to “stretch our legs” in the 
Student Ministry department as we now have ample room to 
grow and gather for the Lord’s Day and on Wednesday nights for 
Truth.

	
 We experienced a great time at our Winter Camp this 
February as we were blessed with powerful preaching from Eric 
Bancroft focussed on Fellowship. We learned that we have a 
common salvation, a common enemy, and a common service as 
stewards of the grace God has given us. Our small group 
discussions was part of the highlight for me as we purposed to 
apply what we were learning about fellowship in  our everyday 
lives. As we gather in the future may we keep Christ and His 
Word in the center of our activities and our conversations as we 
seek to glorify and honor Him in all that we do.

	
 We are excited about this upcoming spring as we are 
planning to go to Gospel Lakes again  to reach out to kids from 
the Houston area. We also are planning separate retreats for our 
high school girls and guys to discuss biblical roles and 
responsibilities of manhood and womanhood. Our annual garage 
sale in April will also be sponsored by our student ministries to 
raise money for Summer Camp. If we can serve any of you 
through odd jobs around the house, please don’t hesitate to call 
me as I know some of our students are hoping to raise money 
for camp as well.

Redeemed by the Blood of the Lamb, 
Adam Tyson 

RECOMMENDED RESOURCE
THE VALLEY OF VISION: A COLLECTION OF PURITAN PRAYERS & DEVOTIONS  
BY ARTHUR BENNETT  

The strength of Puritan character and life lay in prayer and meditation.  In this practice the 
spirit of prayer was regarded as of first importance and the best form of prayer, for living 
prayer is the characteristic of genuine spirituality.  Yet prayer is also vocal and may 
therefore on occasions be written.  This book was written not to ‘supply’ prayers but to 
prompt and encourage the Christian as he treads the path on which others have gone 
before.  Pick up a copy today in the Lakeside Bible Church Resource Center and discover 
the encouragement and depth that these timeless messages convey about the faithful and 
awesome God.

PAGE 2 | LAKESIDE BIBLE CHURCH                                                                                                           MARCH | APRIL 2008

18940 FREEPORT DR.   |   MONTGOMERY   |   TX   |   77356   |   936.582.1977 	 www.lakesidebiblechurch.org ➚

Download Sermons Or Just Listen! 
www.LakesideBibleChurch.org 

➚

http://www.lakesidebiblechurch.org
http://www.lakesidebiblechurch.org
http://www.lakesidebiblechurch.org


PAGE 3 | LAKESIDE BIBLE CHURCH                                                                                                           MARCH | APRIL 2008

18940 FREEPORT DR.   |   MONTGOMERY   |   TX   |   77356   |   936.582.1977 	 www.lakesidebiblechurch.org

Ap!l 4-5, 2"8
Special guest speaker Carol J. Ruvolo will     be sharing on the topic of 
True Freedom based on the book of Galatians.  For further information or 
if you have any questions, please contact Rene’ Alexander at              
(281) 357-8788 or by email at rene@securitybenefits.net.

Register Online @ www.LakesideBibleChurch.org ➚

1 Thessalonians 1:8 says, “For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only in 
Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith toward God has gone forth, 
so that we have no need to say anything.” The purpose of the Resonate Conference is 
to instruct and inspire the body of Christ to spread the Word of God through their lives so 
that it has a lasting impact in the lives of others across the street and around the world.                    

The whole family is invited every Wednesday night to our midweek 
fellowship time.  The Birdge (adults), Truth (students) and Word Of Life 
club (children) begin right after a Fellowship Supper served at 5:30pm.  
Please don’t forget to make reservations each week so that the right 
amount of food may be prepared.  Please contact Bob Ramey at         
(936) 582-6226 for reservations or any questions you might have.

Register Online @ www.LakesideBibleChurch.org ➚

➚

Conference Schedule
Friday, March 14

6:00-7:00 pm Registration & Dinner
7:00-8:30 pm Session 1:  Revisiting 
  The Cross

Saturday, March 15
6:00-7:00 pm Dinner
7:00-8:30 pm Session 2:  Learning From 
  The Best Church 
  In The Bible

Sunday, March 16
8:00-9:15 am Session 4:  The Holy God Is 
  A Forgiving God
9:15-9:30 am Break
9:30-10:30 am Session 3:  Being A Missionary 
  Without Leaving 
  Home
10:30-10:45 am Break
10:45-12:00 pm   Session 4:  The Holy God Is A 
  Forgiving God

The GOOD NEWS CLUBS® is a chance for LBC to minister to the community through the lives of 
children.  From April 1 to May 6 the GOOD NEWS CLUBS® will be meeting every Tuesday between 
3:20pm-5:15pm at Lakeside Bible Church ministering to children who attend Stewart Creek Elementary.   

If you are interested in reaching out to the families of Montgomery and love investing in children then we 
need your help!  If you are interested in participating please contact Mike Goins at 936-582-4609 or by 
email at mike@mikegoins.com.

Get your summer schedule in shape! Plan now to sign up for Olympion 2008, Lakeside Bible 
Church's exciting Kids Kamp, inspiring children to run with Joshua, that great champion of faith 
whose wholehearted obedience to the Lord points us to Christ.

June 23-27
9am-12pm

For "athletes" from Kindergarden completed to 5th grade completed
Questions? Pumped to join the Kids Kamp team? Please call Sarah Taras at (936)588-3529 or email 
sarahtaras@gmail.com
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5th Annual LBC Invitational 2008

APRIL 7TH, 2008!                                                     THE LINKS AT WEST FORK

April 7th, 2008

All winning team members will receive a 

gift certificate in the following amount:

1st Place: $100.00

2nd Place: $75.00 

3rd Place: $50.00

For entry forms or more information please 

contact Bob Smith at:  (936) 697-2130

Time:  Shotgun Start @ 12:00 Noon

Registration:  Begins @ 10:00am

Entry Deadline:  March 23rd

Tournament format will be a traditional four person scramble, with competitions for 
closest to the hole, longest drive and hole-in-one prizes.  Lunch will be served for the 

players.  All proceeds will benefit the Short-Term Summer Mission Trips at LBC.  

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

SUNDAY
8:00am	
 Worship Service
9:30am	
 Equipping Hour
10:45am	
 Worship Service

WEDNESDAY
5:30pm	
 Fellowship Supper
6:30pm	
 The Bridge
	
 Truth
	
 Word of Life Club

FRIDAY
6:00am	
 Ironmen
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Resonate Conference..................................................................March 14-16

Good Friday Communion Service.............................................March 21

Resurrection Sunday..........................................................................March 23

Good News Club...............................Every Tuesday Between April 1-May 6

Ladies’ Retreat.......................................................................................April 4-5

5th Annual LBC Invitational 2008.................................................April 7

Ladies’ Coffee With Susan Vinton................................................April 9

LBC Annual Garage Sale....................................................................April 26

Mother Daughter Tea..............................................................................May 3

18940 FREEPORT DR.   |   MONTGOMERY   |   TX   |   77356   |   936.582.1977 	 www.lakesidebiblechurch.org ➚

 Resurrection Sunday
8:30am & 10:30am March 23

March 21
Good Friday Communion Service| 7:00pm
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